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Dn" Ale*ander Spoehr ls :eugaged ln rosearch for the OhLcago
Natural lllstony Museum. ThIs expeel,tfon to tho l,{arLanas fslands
ls cLasetf,led by the Paclflo Sclence Board of the NattonaL Re'
search Councll ae an extenslon to the Sclentlflc Investiga.iion
of M!.cronesla (SIM) program. DF.. Spoehr ls worlclng ctos6.Ly iutth
the AilmLntstratlve AuthorLtles Ln the axs&, and. r:eceJ.vl"ng fa*lL-
ttles to assist hl,s proJect through the eo6peratlon of t[e Navyo

Dunlng the second. quanter
J'ect was oompleted and funther
Rol,,ogl.cal proJeet. Arr outLlne
below:

of I95O, the archaeologlcal pro-
flold work conducted. on the eth-
of the quantents wonk ls pnosented

quan,t flnlan Isl"ahd, thls work conslstecl of
ii-'sir:r"6y of itre aretr"eoioeicaL sltes on Tintan, folLor,red. by the
exeavatlon of tw.o'of the most lmpontant sltes nemaLrri"ng on the
Xslandl A, complote rsrlrvey was mad.e of the lsIand arrd. I belleve- 

-that aL1 storr*e'eoluumc, or Latte, sltes have been located, as wel1
asittloee wrrict, d.o not-possEFEirts characterlstLc prehtslorlc fea-
i1gr6. ELeven maJor latte sltes were forrnd on the lsland. As on
Sarpanr.thor; tefided to be iocated along Ctla coastal beachesr ad-
jacint'to good f,arrn Iand.. [hreo wero b[llt ln an ln'berlon vlttey
porrurslng"eiceptlona[Iy goq* so1I. In add"ttlpn, there are num--er.ous sheia aneas on flntanr'f6uhd whenever t]re soll" ls partlcu-
la,rly good.. Asion $alpan, thore has been vory consld.erable
destruetl.on of, erchaeolOgi.caL s1tes, f,lrst ttrrough ttre pr€*rrlar
oormerclal and agnlcultU,faf actlvltles of the Japanese, and.
seoondl5r tfrrough-war-tlmo base cbnstnuetlon. In the arehaeologl*
cal sunvWr,' a.fineat doat of ald and coopenatlon was rec€lved from
the U. S; Geologtcal- Sunvey ffeId. panty on Tlnlan

Follorulng the survey, excavatLons were conduetod. at the Blue
Slto, and at Etr" gqfpg-"i-I*qgg. A br'lef d.escnlptlon follows:-

The Blue SItETTE[ffi-Iffi consists of a prehlstorlc vlIIage
of lzffing an lrregulan Ilne lmned.-lateIy to the oasE of
f,[s,,'.h64-ch des{gnated-as B].ue Eeaoh durlng tle Lnvasion. At one
tlme ,it {s,:Fro'[ab]e ,that there,wor€,, addltlonaL, ]a.ttes here whlch
wene destroyed by Japanese sugan cane openatlons. The slte was
mapped, ;anrd",the,center 1atte of,,the, g!:oup exoavated. This center
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latte was the largest tn tho vllrage. rt conslsted. of twelvestone coLumnsl_ trr; length of the riduse u"r"g--"pp."*ri"t;i;-;oroeti rle sgil *rp ,1uff--"h.lr;;;[T[" sxrE ena ;;-;rnarr.sr.aphywal found, al.tlough t-wo- dunp hoaps were ar il "*"*.r"tea" 
plonr-- t_ireextnemoly_ abundant pottery and oihen curtunat-iirt""iir, tiriI" rrilIc3n be allocated to the same cuLtural horizon as tfre Sa.fp*r-f*ti"sltes- The lmpgrtanso of the BIue Slte rs-irrai-fi--arro'ra"A il---

lpponhrnlly to- detenmtne th; ""[[i"*";i ;;tliir" ;; ;-illililtli:r"-Latte vlIl,age. rn the oase of otheur r.atie viii*ee", trt"r"-fi;--been so tmrch natural and rnan-mad.e destructlon tnEt-itrir-o"til"""
1r *o longen-to be s€€rro' Ab ali": niue-ii;;-i; il;-"il;ir#**"iL.'
$ent" *The characterlstlc features of thls ""tii"rru"i p"it*""er:es f,he end;to.-end.. arlgnnent of the rattes, p"r"ireri"g-;ir; :

thoTg Ltnei ttre Looatrd;i-ihr-i*olJ"i' ano-moit- r*rpr"ssj.ve houseln the center. oI.rh+ s ar.rgnment, thls-rio"sJ pn"u"[iilf ;r.rrilg--;---
-councll or ohlef ts house;-{". piu""ri"-or nuirerous-lmal-L dun?heaps to the seaward. sld.e of the lattes; ""a iiu-ro"*tron ofbuntals beneath the houses._ fho inom-i;"d--ir-[iu*;iii;;;"f*r*ylmnedlately back of tfre-viif"eJ.

fhe Housp[-TSgp. The-Eouge of Taga consists of a slngle
----q--.raEte houser lhe only one left of a serles of 18, whlch orlEinaLly--

39 c or $| gg to_fragmgqtary ac c ounr s - -f olria - 
a 
-vriiie" - rilri;"#T;[Blue srte, ftre rattes Lt rhe House of rasa .nu-tf;; i#A;; iia"*"

:rost ]lnlesslve ln tbe entlne r{arlanas, eich stone 
"bruf,n-H";i;gleen 16 feet hle-h. fhene ls ontry one coLunn i;iI-rniaot ano sfina-lng, surmounted by a capstone which unfortun.i.iy i" p""tii-u"JrrJi

9{{,poss1b1ya8thenelu1tofshe1].f1redun1ng"trreimer16anattack on TlirLan._ Although trre-nous"-oi-TG;ffi ;;;" known f oryoarsr-.to_my knovrred.ge 1t has never been ad;q;[eiy-e";;;i;-"e;-
Ag=q?{+rnglfr tt rruas carefu}ly mapped. and prroiJtrapir"a. - -1;----
add,t'tloni roun stratlgnaphl.c"tes-ti were made at the uit"]-' cuL-tural matenlar was forlnd.-to a depth of s.st uuro*--[rr"-r""r*"JlTfrere has bee1 n9 opportunlty as^ y"t-io-ui"ri""-Irru'il"iJ"ili"ioo*
these stratl-testsr-but lt cln at least be stat"d -trr"[-;t;-i+;-*
Lattes represent t,he latest stage inanerati"uiy=ro.rE puoioa 3ioccupatlon of the site. -

During the Japm-ese reglme, a park was mad.e of the House of
T"g.: stng_e thon ,lt hag been consilienabx.y negloctea, trrouehAurerlcan mlrltary "rr!-to"rtles were canerui t;'F;;;;t fi; ELr"etandal,laod, Drnlng the corrnse of vuon* at tfre 'sf t., it was .bushed
and. cleaned by the lduseum expedltlon. UnLess [-h1;'rs-cJ"if""IIr-the slte- vrrI"ll: rapfdly d.eterl^onater Bs trr"-iirostoi"-[.s deve].oped
"o{! spots ttryprEn rb"Ctr"orne; ;;a "ue"i.tlon srorrur.e*ir.*;;;;;"'*
lofp ppous_ luttl dnack' and orEinregratE-[n"-iitE;;.-' fih;;i;;;
ll:.:ti:$l-{__uT€ed the rrusr. rerri-lorv ".irrorl;i;;, ;, p";I-;;.urrolr conservatlon program, to .deslgnlte flre House- or-r'aja-an-qf,ftrctar .,htsiorrc mbnuilentr. and to fake :tri"-r;'i-Ii*ii" stepsnec.ess,ar,Jr .fon,lits, pr.esenvatlonr ': --r--
. TFu,lattes {on the House of raga were quarrlod. from a }1me-stone-b:ed,rocated about one mlle so[tu or trio siil; -*rrr"-oi;;;,

was .areo canefurry mapped. ma aescoiu"al- i;-h;;-ii ro'it;"=;;;;il-mendea rhat:,the-Eaga qgLarfy be l.ncludea=wt[h tn; il;; no.iu"-il-;
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- Thg Tlntan, :-uryey and exea-vatlons completed the anchaeologl-
g?1 pr-"Ject-of the Muieum expedttlon. ort[tnaIly, 1t had. atso"-b""g planned to cond.uct rmrti on Rota, HowEverr-i-ttroroueh Jobon Rotar. -thu_-most promlsfu_rg remalntng island for ""cfraeoiirgi"ifwot'k tn the xriar"lar-ras, wourd take slx'months, and. tt **s noE
f easlblo f or th; ;i#dit6; iJ- e*["iia*irr" archaeologrcal inves.br-
g-a!ro{9 to Rota unl6ss the ethnorogr;al-pro J"oi-**r'rn*nd.onoci*Thts dfd not seem e wlse steps As-it Isl Sifpan and Tlnla:r, anltural geographlc rrn_t!,, hav6 peen gtven-good* 

"rct**oi;g1;;icoverage and the resurts have been most w6rth-whi1e.

on the completion^ of the flnlan excavatlons, al,L speclmenswere transported to Salpan, and, togethen wlth UeL Satpan mater1al.were packed. for shlpment. rn ordei to reduc" tE" ;i;; ;f -;hL;---'
sllpmeltf approxlmalory L2rooo- shend.s were anaryzear-"o""tua, -rrra

$lseand.9d. .The remalning speotmens are now etl i.out6 to the
Museum fon d.etalIed, stud,f.

ElHo.foEl-cgl=.p{9 jgg!. Durlng the quarten, ethnologlcaL workwas conducted on-UotilSdpan and TLnlan.
^ T1n1a.4-. 

. Dtrnlng the perlod of anchaeologlcaJ. wonk, and alsofor one we-ek ther._eafter., ethnoroglcal l,nvestfgatlons were made
among the sroatrI ehamonno conrnunlty on [lnlan.- Thls communltyconslsts, ln the ma.Jonlty, of Chaironros *o""a from-fap to Utirtanafter the warr uJ':.ttr-the iemalnlng fmllles comLng fnoin .itrrEl- --
Rota on satpal. The trnian cuam6rros-lrrererone iepreS""[-+-ars-
pIa-c5rd gnolb 1la of fen the opponrrarrtiy of lnne*trgitrig -ir.I *--
problems of adJustment among a smallr-easlly obseivabrE unrtthat has been_reLocated in E new environm"nl. The prlnclpa1
ploblems sf adJustmont nevolve about the raci thai 6n yap- trre
chamorros were not fanmensf whlLe on Tlnlan theln orrry-"'or.,rra
{ytur! econony must be bu1l! on agrlculture* Llkewtsb, on yap
!!"y formed. a separate but looself knlt ethnlc group, wh11e onTlnlan a succestftrl adJusttnent d,eftands a trlgher"degia6e of, 'comrrun-
1 ty 

-eoop 
er_at 1on and. a f ormui.tlon oi--co*ro'r"i[y- go "i", 

-"" 
rttru;.- 9w|Io!-has been qet achferled pneLlmlnary nlpdrt o" ifr"'piouf.*tof adJustment of the Tlnlan chamorros has 6een-prepared. tt rs

qlanne!. to vlslt the,[lntan group again for a siront penlod. tnsbltember, to -otr_eclc on the c6ncl.ilsl6ns contarnea-i" fire-preitmrn-ally fepont and-'observe any new devolopments' that have tai<en lface.s,?Ip+n: Nlost of, the-ethnoJ-oglcai work of the quanter--wis
concentrS-tgd on salpan. .Except for brlef tnlps to Tlnlan, Rota,
and posglbly &Lamagan aird Agrlganr the remalning perlod oi' rrerd
wonk wllL be concentrated. on sltpan. [he salpafi torrtr"rty i;-i;proaess of formatiglr_-ls hence ln a state of ?rto, *t;"6ru"tr--
c-ompler. probLems dlfflcult fon a slngle observer to tnvbstlgate,
Itence tt w111 be neoes$ary to ccnrcenf,rate on salpanr u

Dunlng tlre quarterl fiortr *.r'qonlinuea -rit[-;i;; carorrnlan
segment of -the natlve populatlon. Land, ovunersh!.p ana use, trrepattenn! _of cooperatlon ln dalIy actlvttlos, the- organlzaf,lon of
househoLd and, fam1Ly, tho klnsh-ip system and. nelated forms ofd.oscelt STouBlngs,,-pna the post war changes In CarollnLan soclalorganLzatlon f-ormed the_ focll pollts of investlg"ironl- ifr"-pri"*f-pal- ccntrasts between the Canoitntane end the Ctaurorros have boenoutrtnedr arrd thts phaso of the investlgatlon i; ;;iliy oirrpr"t;e.
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Anong the domlnant Chamorr.o group, work has been concentrated

on land owner.shlp and use, lrrlreritance customse and the organlza-
tlon of agnlcuLtitnal productlon. Thls aspect 6f Cirr.nnorro iulture
ts fund.amental f,on an understandlng of contemporary Chamorr.o Llfe.
It 1s an aspect of tlre cul.tmne thaf, at presen-t ts lrfgnfy uns'bab16r
and, a nunbor of senlous eitmtnlstr..attve bnoblems are ass6clatoci.
with lt, The lnformatlon obbalned to d"ate w111 be of botlr
theonetlcal and, practlcal lmpontance.

In genera1,1 the alm of the ethnoS.ogleal pnoJect on Salpan ls
to d.etemrlne areas of relatlve stablllty and X.nstebr.Ilty ln con-
teurpona:r.y Chamor.no cuLtrr:re, lrrsofan as these af,feet the=formatlon
of an lniegrated cornnunlty based on a sound. oconorryr To d.ater the
r,elatlonships between the" CaroLtnlan and Chamomo Eroup*, and.
customs essocLated. with the ownenshlp and use of flnd ieiounces,
have been the pr.lnclpal polnts sf lnvestlgatlon. Durlng the next
quarterr the lnvestlgatlon wlLl be extended to fmrt}y and. t<lnshlp
organlzatlon, whlch exhlblts a rruriben of unstabJ.o f,eatures, the
prLncl-pa1 one belng a relatlveJ.y hlgh lncldence of Juvenlle de-
llnqueney, or at least non-cooperatlon and antl-sociail behauLon.
Alsol 1t ts planned. to lnvestlgate the neLlglous organlzatlon,
an element of great stabillty In thls comrurrntty; the'cLass
structure; and.-the lodaL politlcal organlzattoir. Ehese iorn ttre
prlncipal areas of future lnvestlgatlon.

C_oopenatlye servlces rerrd.ered the U. S. Navy C1vlI Adminls-
tratl
s13 

-effifiE-SAlpan 
udE:(1) At the r'equest of the Clv1I Admlnletnaborp a memoran-

dum was preparod. on th6 land. problern, wlth r6eom*

forr tts solutlon., (2) :Eley-g1tnly tralnlng" ln surveylng technlques wlth
translt and. stad.La. wer.e-given two ChamotFo govern-. ment employees so that Land plats could be con-
structed. rnore rapldJ.y" A number of conf,erences
were held wtttr t-he Elonomlc 0fffcer, on parttcul-ar: land questlons, and wlth the rt.ff 6f ifr"" ClvlL
Adminlstratlve Unlt on genenal land pnoblemsc

(.5), 
^'iflx;;:;t s};tixif,llr;"a;:,i":l"Fii.t;$ilffi;:l r*;

(+) As a pubLlc ser"vlce, the Museum expedltlon bushed. and.
cl,eanod. the House of Taga anehaoologlcal sLte on

Htt"3i, 
"ooTu[:: 

i$xt" irH"g]r,;i:l;ili3t*r.' *:1"-
, meht and steps be taken to preserve this slte was

forward.ed, to the Conservatlon 0fflcer' of the Trust

I :x; : l :fl ;,,"l rt f, ," E t* ii';,u,lx, 3t$'"i ;; l, "lu 
13" I li, ".mar.Lerls'be1ngipr.eparearo"the,Tagastte.

Dlel{lb$ttOnlrc-cf,ffielence Board.: IviErnbens
IlJashlngton Offlco
Honolu1u Off,tce

Navy Department
brftie of Island Governments

. Offlce of Nava1 Reseanch


